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The California State University

Task Force on Expository Reading and Writing

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE

ASSIGNMENT TEMPLATE

ELA 9th & 10th 

	READING RHETORICALLY

· PREREADING

· READING

· POSTREADING



	Prereading 

· Getting Ready to Read

· Introducing Key Concepts

· Surveying the Text

· Making Predictions and Asking Questions

· Introducing Key Vocabulary

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards: Writing Applications 

2.1 Write autobiographical narratives 

a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events to the audience. 
	Getting Ready to Read

· On the board, reveal the list of 9 characteristics an archetypal hero (without the title).  
· Have students write down any that they feel are important to a hero (do not define hero)
· Have students write down 3 words that they feel are important for a hero to posses

· Students should pair-share their 3 words (they can change any that they wish to change after sharing with a partner)

· Write down 10 traits from class

· Match up traits to archetypal list to any that fit

(Example:

“Courageous” and “smart” may fit with “leaves family or land” because it takes courage to leave and the brains to understand that leaving is done for the greater good of the people)

· Explain that archetypal (literary) heroes are different than modern day heroes, but have similar base values/traits

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.


	Introducing Key Concepts

Background notes on the Trojan War.

Explanation of The Odyssey up to the Cyclops.


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
	Surveying the Text 

· Students will flip through pages 281-299 in the Interactive Reading Guide (IRG)

· After flipping through the text, ask students the following questions:

· What do you notice about the text?

· Does it look like other stories you’ve read? (You may want to point out that The Odyssey is an epic poem and explain what that means)

· How do you read poems?  Do you read them differently than you do stories?

· Knowing this story written as a poem, what do you expect to cover while reading?


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes.
2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched.  


	Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Ask students the following questions:

· What do you think this text is going to be about?
· What topics have you covered in previous years that are similar to this?
· What do you think is the purpose of this text?
· Does it look interesting? Why?  Why not?


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.

1.3 Identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words.

	Introducing Key Vocabulary

Roots

· Introduce the root word “graph” meaning write

· Write the following words on the board: phonograph, autograph, graphic, biography, telegraph, graphite

· Have students say each word aloud

· Ask students to brainstorm each word using what they know about graph

· Model brainstorming with one word before letting students do it on their own (phonograph: I know phono means sound and graph means write.  Sound write isn’t the definition though.  A phonograph is a machine takes music that is written on a record (or disk) and turns it into sound.)

· Give students time to brainstorm and then go over definitions together as a class.

· Hand out Lesson 16: Greek Roots (found in the RDI Book 1 page 267)

Target Words

Handout the Target word chart.  

Have students read one word and definition aloud.

Teacher should repeat and assign scale # for that word.  

Then review the definitions again, and have students create a life example for each word.  These should be shared aloud or checked by teacher for accuracy. 

The Odyssey example column should be filled out when students read the word in the text.

*Literary Vocabulary*

2 BIG terms that are needed to be understood are

Archetypal hero 

-is a collective expression of our personal and collective unconscious (follows the 9 traits found on the archetypal hero chart.)

AND 

Homeric simile 

Comparison of big events (that people had not experienced) to simple, everyday events

(other poetry terms can be taught with this text as well)


	Reading 
· First Reading

· Looking Closely at Language

· Rereading the Text

· Analyzing Stylistic Choices

· Considering the Structure of the Text

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.1 Analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.  
	First Reading

Read through The Cyclops in the Interactive Reading Guide (pages 284-296)

-Answer all questions along sides of text

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standards:
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Sys​tematic Vocabulary Development

1.0 Students apply their knowledge of word origins to deter​mine the meaning of new words encoun​tered in reading mate​rials and use those words accurately.

1.1 Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations.
1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words.
	Looking Closely at Language

· Fill out Target Word Chart with example
· Review Homeric simile and point them out in text (lines 59-65 and 160-163)

· Fill out the Archetypal Hero Chart with any examples that students find.  (This may not be ready to happen until after the second reading)


	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 

1.3 Use strategies of note taking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 

2.7 Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.

	Rereading the Text

Re-read The Cyclops in the IRG.

· Circle the names of the characters found in this section

· Put a box around one sentence/paragraph that shows the main conflict in this section

· In the margin by the box, write internal or external

· At the end of the reading, write one sentence that tells the main idea of the section 

· Go back in the text and highlight 2 quotes that support the main idea.



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Literary Response and Analysis 

3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism.  

	Analyzing Stylistic Choices



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.1 

Analyze  the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers, and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.7

Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings.
	Considering the Structure of the Text

How would this story change if it was written in prose instead of as a poem?

This can be a brief discussion or first five.  



	Post-reading Activities

· Summarizing and Responding

· Thinking Critically

	Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.5
Write summaries of reading materials, including main ideas and most significant details.  Use own words.  Reflect-explain underlying meaning.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.2a

Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in literary works.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Application 2.3b

Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.


	Summarizing and Responding

· Fill out the Archetypal Hero Chart with any examples that students find.  Not every box will be filled out, but students should easily be able to figure out at least 2. 

· Students will need to complete the template sentences to write the summary:

In The Cyclops, Odysseus and his men ____________ in the Cyclops cave.  They do not Polyphemus because ______________________.  The men escape by ___________________.  Odysseus baits the Cyclops, and Polyphemus responds by praying to _____ asking for ___________.



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.8

· Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text.

	Thinking Critically

 Students begin working on the following prompt:
Odysseus, king of Ithica, has just returned from a twenty year absence. You have been hired to write his biography. You are currently writing the chapter discussing his adventures and struggle with the Cyclops. 
Using facts from the story “The Cyclops”, discuss what events display Odysseus’ heroic traits. Also, discuss any traits that might take away from his heroism.
(Do not assign a minimum or maximum, but tell them that this is an essay.  The goal of this assignment is to provide a basis for their upcoming writing assignment.  They will analyze their own writing later, so make sure that all students are able to write something.  Allow them to use their archetypal hero chart.)

	CONNECTING READING TO WRITING

· WRITING TO LEARN

· USING THE WORDS OF OTHERS



	
	Writing to Learn



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content from several sources or words by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different per-spectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiches, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents).  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies  1.7 

Use appropriate conventions for documentations in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, the Chicago Manual of Style).
Prerequisite 7th Grade ELA Standard:  Writing Strategies 1.3 

Use strategies of notetaking, outlining, and summarizing to impose structure on composition drafts.


	Using the Words of Others

Revisit the Archetypal Hero chart and make sure that all students have the quotations filled out AND the explanation of how the quote supports that trait of the hero.  

Have students share their work with others and work together (after working individually) to fill in any blanks.  The chart may not be completely filled out since you are only reading one section of The Odyssey.  
Review MLA citations and do a citation for the Odyssey using the Holt textbook.  

	



WRITING RHETORICALLY

· PREWRITING
· WRITING
· REVISING AND EDITING
· EVALUATING AND RESPONDING


	Prewriting

· Reading the Assignment

· Getting Ready to Write

· Formulating a Working Thesis

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  
	Reading the Assignment

Give students the Hero Chart on page 297 of the IR. The chart contains three positive traits of a hero with one weakness that they must identify. After discussing the chart with the class, pass out highlighters and as a class reread the text, highlighting and labeling any of the sections of text that demonstrate any of the positive or negative traits. 

After highlighting all of the traits have the students transfer them to the chart on pg 297. 



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Getting Ready to Write 

Students should transfer all of their facts from the Hero Chart to the essay graphic organizer provided.

Grammar and sentence review:  complete activity labeled “Odyssey Sentences”



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive  perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.  

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Applications 2.3a

Marshall evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.
	Formulating a Working Thesis

The students will need to create a working thesis by looking at the examples of topic sentence that they have placed in their graphic organizer. After they have done this, they will work on sentence combining to create one sentence that encompasses the main idea of the three topic sentences. They will write this sentence in the portion of the organizer labeled "thesis". This will become their thesis statement.


	Writing

· Composing a Draft

· Organizing the Essay

· Developing the Content

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Composing a Draft

Students will  use the graphic organizer provided to them to create each of the body paragraphs of their essay.


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence.
	Organizing the Essay

The students will be given a graphic organizer that will help them in their ideas.
They will first transfer the contents of the hero chart into separate sections of the graphic organizer. Each section will be used for a particular trait. For simplicity of instruction, the students will be told to use two good traits and one bad. 

They will first transfer examples they have found from the text into the chart. Once they have done this, the students and teacher will work out how to summarize in a single sentence how those examples illustrate a particular trait in Odysseus. 

Lastly, the students will take all of the topic sentence that they have created and use sentence combining to create one sentence that embodies all of those ideas. They will place this in the thesis section. 



	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.0 
Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.  Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.  
	Developing the Content

Once the students have their prewrite complete, they will write the essay in class, transferring the content of the graphic organizer into a fully developed essay.


	Revising and Editing 
· Revising the Draft

· Editing the Draft

· Reflecting on the Writing

	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.1
Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.4

Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence. 

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Writing Strategies 1.9

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the prevision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.


	Revising the Draft

Students should follow the revision step sheet (worksheet)


	9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses).

9th/10th Grade ELA Standard: Written and Oral English Language Conventions 1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.


	Editing the Draft

 (included in the revision checklist, if teacher would like to separate the two, s/he can)

	
	Reflecting on the Writing

This will be done as individual meetings with the teacher or as a group activity. Pass out the quick writes and the final paragraphs.  Have students compare the two paragraphs.  Ask them the following questions:
-Is there a difference between your two writings?  If yes, what are the major differences?

-Which paragraph is better?  Why?

-Could you have written something like the final paragraph if you would have had a week to do it on your own?

-Why or why not?

-Which part of the writing process helped you the most?
-Which part of the writing process helped you the least?

-What could I have done to help you more?

-Did you give this essay your full attention or could you have put more into it?



	Evaluating and Responding

· Grading Holistically

· Responding to Student Writing

· Using Portfolios

	
	Grading Holistically



	
	Responding to Student Writing



	
	Using Portfolios 




Archetypal Hero Worksheet

	Trait
	Y/N
	Page
	Quote
	Explanation

	1. Leaves family or land


	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	2. Goes on a quest


	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	3. Risks death for glory or for the greater good of society
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	4. Is a strong and responsible leader
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

___________________________

	5. Has supernatural help


	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	6. Has a special weapon only he can use
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	7. Must prove himself many times while on the quest
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	8. Performs brave deeds 
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

	9.  Reflects the ideals of a particular society 
	
	
	“__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”


	_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

_____________________________


Target Word Chart
	Word
	Meaning
	Life Example
	Odyssey Example
	Synonym/Antonym

	Ravage  (v)
(Ravij)

1   2    3   4


	Destroy violently; ruin
	____________________________________________________________________________________

______________
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________
	Synonym

	
	
	
	
	Antonym

	Profusion  (n)
(profyoozhen)

1   2    3   4


	Large supply; abundance
	____________________________________________________________________________________

______________
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________
	Synonym

	
	
	
	
	Antonym

	Adversary   (n)

(adverseree)

1   2    3   4


	Enemy; opponent
	____________________________________________________________________________________

______________
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________
	Synonym

	
	
	
	
	Antonym


Reviewing the Quick Write

Step 1. Write the essay prompt at the top of your page (or the bottom if there is not room at the top)

Step 2. Underline each event you wrote about in your quick write

Step 3. Put a box around your words describing the event

Step 4. Highlight any quotes you used to support the event(s)

Step 5. Circle each archetypal trait you discussed 
Step 6. Write one or two sentences answering the following questions:  

Knowing what the 
essay prompt is asking, do you feel you answered 
the prompt sufficiently?  What grade do you feel you would get on 
this essay if you turned it in as is?
Reviewing the Quick Write

Step 1. Write the essay prompt at the top of your page (or the bottom if there is not room at the top)

Step 2. Underline each event you wrote about in your quick write

Step 3. Put a box around your words describing the event

Step 4. Highlight any quotes you used to support the event(s)

Step 5. Circle each archetypal trait you discussed 
Step 6. Write one or two sentences answering the following questions:  

Knowing what the 
essay prompt is asking, do you feel you answered
 the prompt sufficiently?  What grade do you feel you would get on 
this essay if you turned it in as is?
Odyssey Sentences

Grammar Review

Subject: The “who” or “what” that is doing the verb in the sentence. 

Predicate: modifies the subject (an easier way to think of it: the verb and anything after )

She ran into the wall.  

“She” is the subject  AND “ran into the wall”  is the predicate (the verb and anything after)

I ate a lot of food.  

___ is the subject and ______________ is the predicate.

Beth ran a marathon. 

Types of Sentences
Simple sentence:

One independent clause (one complete idea) 
Example:

Odysseus escaped Polyphemus’ cave.
Class example:
My example:

Odyssey example (from The Cyclops):

Compound sentence:

Two independent clauses connected with a coordinator (two complete ideas)
Example:

Odysseus taunted the cyclops, but his crew begged him to stop.
Class example:

My example:

Odyssey example (from The Cyclops):

Composing a Draft
Step 1: Write down in your own words one event that shows Odysseus is an archetypal hero
Step 2: In the IRG locate and highlight one sentence that supports fully your claim

Step 3: After highlighting the one sentence, write it down underneath your answer for step 1
Step 4: Write down, in one sentence, why you think that sentence supports your claim.

Step 5: Create a paragraph using steps 6-10
Step 6: Sentence 1: the completed thesis sentence 

Step 7: Sentence 2: brief introduction of story leading up to the quote

Step 8: Sentence 3: quote (from step 2) with a lead in or a lead out and page number in parentheses
Step 9: Sentence 4: your words explaining how this quote supports the thesis (from step 4)
Step 10: Sentence 5: create a concluding sentence for the paragraph


**Try using one of the target vocabulary words in your paragraph!

Example:

Teacher should follow these steps on his/her own and create an example for the class.  By following the steps on his/her own, s/he can fix any errors in wording or fix potential problems.

Revisions Checklist

· Read the paragraph aloud to yourself

· Underline any simple sentences in your paragraph

· Put a box around any compound sentences in your paragraph

· If you don’t have any compound sentences in your paragraph, you will need to go back and create at least (Every paragraph should have 2 compound sentences)

· Highlight the quotation (only the quotation) and circle your words either before it or after it.

· Don’t have any of your own words before or after the quote?  Go back and create either a lead-in or a lead-out now.  Write it in the margin if you need to.

· Highlight the page number in parenthesis after 

· Did you forget to put the page number of the quote in parentheses after the quote?  Go back and do that now.  

· After underlining, boxing, highlighting, circling, and fixing  reread your paragraph and check for the following:
· Do your sentences start with the same word?  If they do, change some of them.

· Is each sentence in the paragraph the same tense?  If not, change them so that everything is in the same tense.

· Does the paragraph answer the essay prompt?

· Do the sentences flow (meaning is it fluid) or is it choppy?

· Find a partner and read your paragraph to that person (DO NOT hand your paper to your partner and have them read it).  

· Your partner should answer the same questions that you asked yourself.  

· Check your paragraph for misspellings (get a dictionary and look-up ANY word that you are unsure of). 
(Teacher can add more things to the checklist if s/he desires.)
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